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under his tutelage by the means of the weekly preaching event with the 
insights of how different people hear the sermon. The fallacy of the text 
lies in the emphasis that the research team has placed on the impor
tance of man's ability rather than God's. For example, the sermon pas
sage used in the text il lustrates the point well. I t is an allegorical 
method of preaching that focuses on the social gospel as a means for 
repentance. The author explains how one should approach preaching 
the text with regard to those who listen from one of the settings; logos, 
ethos, or pathos. Although it will be helpful to understand how people 
hear the sermon, the main purpose of the preacher is to "Preach the 
Word" from an expositional approach and trust the results to the work 
of the Holy Spirit. With a proper view of preaching, this text will be 
helpful to the pastor who desires to communicate the truth of scripture 
to his congregation. 

J. Denny Autrey 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 

History of the English Calvinistic Baptists from 1771-1892: From 

John Gill to C. H. Spurgeon. By Robert W. Oliver. Carlisle, PA: Banner 

of Truth, 2006. 410 pages. Hardcover, $26.00. 

Robert Oliver, pastor of the Old Baptist Church in Bradford on Avon, 
Wiltshire, England, recounts the interesting story of English Calvinistic 
Baptists from the late eighteenth into the nineteenth century. His thor
ough narrative not only adds to the research on prominent Baptists like 
John Gill and Andrew Fuller but also introduces individuals typically 
overlooked in Baptist histories like John Stevens and Benjamin Bed-
dome. 

Dividing his work into three sections, Oliver begins his analysis by 
outlining eighteenth-century developments. Oliver argues that much of 
the identity of Particular Baptists during the period in question was 
framed by the confessional stances put forward in the 1689 Confession. 
When introducing John Gill, Oliver notes the modifications Gill intro
duces to the confession tha t led to the excesses of hyper-Calvinism, 
something a few Particular Baptist congregations would embrace to 
their own demise. 

But hyper-Calvinism was only one of the three challenges that Oliver 
identifies for his readers. The debate over open or closed communion 
from 1772-1781 is masterfully explained by Oliver as he seeks to give 
more of the context (political, social and denominational) that would 
lead to even greater debate in the nineteenth century. Oliver also 
recounts the antinomian controversy with great detail. His narrative 
and thorough footnotes help the modern reader identify the subtle theo
logical distinctions that were at the heart of this theological debate. 

In the second section, Oliver highlights the strong disagreements 
between key leaders of the Particular Baptists. He delves into often 
overlooked primary sources to flesh out the nature of the debates. He 
examines how Andrew Fuller's works arguing for the sufficiency of the 
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Gospel were challenged by other Baptists like Abraham Booth who took 
on Fuller's conception of the scope of the atonement, the ordo salutis, 
and the nature of imputation. By the time the reader reaches the third 
section of Oliver's book, the contexts for the nineteenth-century open 
communion controversy, the Strict Baptist Magazines and the return of 
evangelical Calvinism in the ministry of Charles Haddon Spurgeon are 
well understood. 

Oliver's work is built upon his 1986 doctoral dissertation that out
lined the development of the English Strict and Particular Baptists 
from 1770-1850. The footnotes, bibliography and content have all been 
reworked effectively to demonstrate recent research into the field, but 
some of the final chapters outside of the chronological scope of the orig
inal dissertation do not seem to argue the thesis as well as prior mate
rial. In addition, some readers may find the layout confusing at times 
due to the back and forth interplay between contextual history and 
biography. 

Despite these few weaknesses, Oliver's much needed book helps to 
thicken the narrative concerning the nature of Calvinism in English 
Baptist life. Due to the in-depth mining of obscure primary sources, one 
of the major strengths of this book is the subtleties and nuances in the 
theology of Particular Baptists that Oliver is able to bring to light» 
Pointing to the evangelical nature of most Calvinistic Baptists, Oliver's 
appraisal of the antinomian and hyper-Calvinism controversies will pro
vide greater clarity in the further debate over these issues. I t should 
also give most Baptists reason to pause before utilizing these terms in 
reference to historical figures without considering the full corpus of 
their writings. 

Oliver's well researched book should be considered mandatory reading 
for those interested in Baptist history and heritage. As Baptists in the 
twenty-first century Continue to debate how to relate "Baptist" with 
"Calvinist," Oliver's careful theological and historical analysis should 
bring further understanding to the deep well of Baptist heritage. 

John M. Yeats 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. 

Inspiration and Incarnation: Evangelicals and the Problem of the 

Old Testament. By Peter Enne. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2005. 

200 pages. Softcover, $17.99. 

As indicated in the title, Inspiration and Incarnation attempts to deal 
with interpretive issues that commonly arise in Old Testament study. 
How can scripture be unique given the many parallels with ancient Near 
Eastern literature? Is there theological diversity among Old Testament 
writers? Furthermore, what hermeneutical principles flow from the 
seemingly unusual manner in which New Testament writers interpret 
the Old Testament? Peter Enns (Ph.D., Harvard university) boldly ad
dresses these unsettling questions by using the Incarnation as a para
digm for interpretation. 




