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object of suspicion. This reviewer fears t h a t t h a t suspicion may be oper­
at ive in Ware 's t r e a t m e n t of ce r t a in doc t r ines . To be fair, Ware clearly 
s t a t e s t h a t h is f i rs t p r i o r i t y is t o be b ib l i ca l . However , h is a t t i t u d e 
t owards classical t he i sm seems to be based u p o n t h e a s s u m p t i o n t h a t 
those wi th in t he classical t r ad i t i on were no t equal ly in teres ted in being 
biblical. 

God's Greater Glory is no t an unb iased t r e a t m e n t of w h a t has a lways 

been a controvers ia l set of issues. However, one would have to look far 
and wide t o find an unbiased book on th is subject . As long as the reader 

is aware of t h e perspec t ive from which Ware is a rgu ing , God's Greater 

Glory will prove to be a useful addi t ion to his or her l ibrary. 

Kevin D. Kennedy 

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 

Handbook of Patristic Exegesis: The Bible in Ancient Christianity. 

2 volumes. By Charles Kannengiesser. Leiden: Brill, 2004. Vol. 1: xxxiv + 

1-669. Vol. 2: xii + 670-1496. Hardcover, $339.00. 

Char les Kanneng i e s se r , P ro fessor in t h e D e p a r t m e n t of Theo log ica l 
Studies a t Concordia Univers i ty in Montrea l , Canada , and renown schol­
ar of early Chris t ian t h o u g h t , has in his senior years bequea thed to t h e 
growing n u m b e r s g r a v i t a t i n g to pa t r i s t i c s a m o n u m e n t a l work as cre­
at ive in concep t ion as i t is t ime ly for a large niche of c u r r e n t in t e res t . 
T h e a u t h o r ' s chosen t e r m " h a n d b o o k " suggests some modesty. I n fact , 
J o h a n n e s Quas ten ' s four volume Patrology (1950-1977) is t h e compar i ­
son t h a t comes to mind, t h o u g h the present work is no t an u p d a t i n g of 
t h a t more comprehens ive a n d genera l reference work . T h e Handbook 

spanned a decade in p repa ra t ion . I t s purpose is to provide "easy access" 
to pa t r i s t i c t r e a t m e n t of sc r ip tu re , t h e cen t ra l d o c u m e n t s of t h e ear ly 
Chris t ian church (11-12). 

Kannengiesser ' s creat ive concept ion mer i t s brief commen t s for navi­
ga t ion by t h e prospect ive buyer , or more l ikely borrower , of these vol­
umes . Following the usua l i n t r o d u c t o r y ma te r i a l s , t h e layout is in two 
unequa l p a r t s , "Genera l Cons idera t ions" in four chap te r s of h i s to ry of 
s c h o l a r s h i p a n d J e w i s h a n d G r e c o - R o m a n b a c k g r o u n d (23-373) a n d 
"His tor ica l Survey" wi th t en chap te r s of Chris t ian wri ters and wri t ings 
e x t e n d i n g to t h e e igh th c e n t u r y (375-1473). I n t e r spe r sed t h r o u g h t h e 
chap te rs are s ixteen "Special Cont r ibu t ions , " cons t i tu t ing a th i rd of t he 
ent i re work, by o ther scholars . The ingenui ty in t he a rch i tec ture of t he 
work is indicated by entr ies on surpris ing topics , "Rabb in ic L i t e r a tu r e , " 
and complementa ry ones, "Pa t r i s t i c Exegesis of t he Books of the Bible ." 
The l a t t e r is of pa r t i cu la r in teres t . I t serves as a chap te r in itself, Chap­
t e r IV, and was c o - a u t h o r e d b y two d i s t ingu i shed pa t r i s t i c s scho la r s , 
Cathol ic professor, Cistercian F a t h e r David L. Ba las , and Bap t i s t p ro­
fessor, D. Jeffrey Bingham. 

K a n n e n g i e s s e r q u i e t l y shows keen i n s i g h t i n t o c u r r e n t needs a n d 
i n t e r e s t s in choos ing t h e n i che of p a t r i s t i c exeges i s . H i s ca ree r h a s 
spanned a period in which a t t e n t i o n t o pa t r i s t i cs has increased signifi-
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cantly. Since the Second World War populari ty has grown in several 
directions and for several reasons. While our author has had his finger 
on the pulse of these deve lopments , he has spec ia l ized in patr is t ic 
hermeneutics and use of scripture. Many university settings have wit­
nessed enriched research in interdisciplinary social-scientific and liter­
a r y - c r i t i c a l areas wh i l e R o m a n C a t h o l i c s , Greek O r t h o d o x , and 
Protestants have continued interest in the theological areas in part due 
to the research of major scholars like Kannengiesser. The present work 
constitutes a major boost for this set of interests, whether for introduc­
tion to or for research in them. In particular, some interpreters of scrip­
ture have become in recent decades less wedded to a grammatica l -
historical approach built on the historical-crit ical method, concepts 
arising from rigid antitheses imagined between Alexandrian and Antio-
chian schools of interpretation, and have expanded their horizons to 
ancient rhetoric and theological exegesis integrated with spirituality 
from the Fathers. 

In every crea t ive endeavor one f inds l i m i t a t i o n s . As m i g h t be 
expected in such a reference piece, bibliography is interspersed at the 
end of sections with a general bibliography concluding each chapter. It 
is becoming dated, extending only to 1995. There is no index of ancient 
and modern names, though the work concludes with an "index of names 
for the Introduction and Part A," a half page of major names discussed 
by Kannengiesser in the Introduction and Chapters 1-3. As substitute 
for a fuller index of primary sources, the author includes an "alphabeti­
cal list of principal authors & anonymous works discussed" in Volume 1 
(xi-xiv) . Attending the benefit of a variety of special contributors are 
the inevitable shifts in style. 

Professor Kannengiesser and his contributors merit our warmest 
appreciation for their work. The Handbook will prove to be not only the 
consummate elucidation of the state of research on patristic use of scrip­
ture at the end of the twentieth century but as well the indispensable 
starting point for all subsequent research in the area for the twenty-first 
century. 

The work is appropriately commended to "the ordinary reader," by 
which the author means specialist and non-specialist (11). A daunting 
list price notwithstanding, Amazon at the time of writing this review is 
offering the book for half of the list price, an attractive offer for ready 
access to what will be the standard reference work on Christianity's 
foundational approaches to interpreting its scripture. Every student of 
the Bible will benefit from dipping into this handbook and can do so 
easily. Indeed he or she should avail himself or herself of such an avenue 
back to these roots in the faith. 

Robert Williams 
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