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Littlejohn and Evans are wise educators who recognize that teaching
is not something that exists for its own sake, but something that is done
in the service of learning. Similarly, learning is not an end in itself, but
something that should lead to Wisdom and Eloquence, which in them-
selves serve to glorify God. This perspective lends great wisdom to this
book on education, wisdom exemplified in such statements as, “great
readers are made by great books, and a steady diet of books that do not
both challenge and stimulate the reader weakens both the student’s
ability and desire to read.”

Littlejohn and Evans are on the mark when they write, “the literary
foundation of our civilization is formed by the Bible and the five major
epics of Homer, Virgil, Dante, and Milton.” If we evangelicals wish to
educate our children so that they resist the drift toward a trinket cul-
ture, Wisdom and Eloquence provides us with exactly what is proclaimed
in its subtitle: 4 Christian Paradigm for Classical Learning.

James M. Hamilton Jr.
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

Women’s Ministry in the Local Church. By J. Ligon Duncan and
Susan Hunt. Wheaton: Crossway, 2006. 175 pages. Softcover, $14.99.

At first glance, one might expect Women’s Ministry in the Local Church
to be another how-to book for the women’s ministry leader. However, af-
ter reading only the first page, it is apparent that instead of dealing
with the specifics of a women’s ministry, Duncan and Hunt set out to
present a “practical theology of women’s ministry in the local church”
(1). The authors seek to present more of the biblical foundation and
theological framework of a women’s ministry than the nuts and bolts of
carrying out this focused ministry area. Duncan and Hunt are clear
from the beginning that the book refers heavily to and builds upon The
Danvers Statement and Biblical Foundation of Womanhood materials.

With its overview of key biblical passages related to biblical woman-
hood, one of the strengths of this publication is the authors’ ability to
emphasize the complementarian role of a women’s ministry as it func-
tions within the context of the local church. There have been few writ-
ings that have painted as clear a picture that a biblical women’s
ministry operates under the authority of the church and its leadership.
Hunt, especially, is keen to point out the prevalent disconnect between
the biblical teaching of womanhood and the practical implementation of
a women’s ministry in the local church context. It is apparent that the
authors love the local church and want it to accomplish its mission and

to do nothing short of bringing glory to God.

Ironically, one of the weaknesses of this book comes in the area of cre-
ating a functional model. Offering “tasks” and “tools” for a women’s
ministry, the authors repeatedly refer to the Biblical Foundation of
Womanhood materials. A reader who is not familiar with these materials
would find it difficult to implement many of the suggestions made.
Additionally, because the authors’ are associated with the Presbyterian
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Church (Duncan as senior pastor and Hunt as former Director of
Women’s Ministries), “tasks” and “tools” are couched within a Presby-
terian polity. There are many ideas the reader can glean from these sec-
tions, but she must be careful to translate those ideas to the governing
context of her local church.

The initial chapters of the book present the authors’ thesis ending
with a sermon that Duncan preached at a women’s leadership confer-
ence. It is this sermon that enumerates the main reasons a women’s min-
istry is vital to the local church. The remainder of the book is spent
unpacking the points presented in the sermon. This format may at first
be found confusing and disjointed but will soon become clear as the
reader moves through the text.

Duncan and Hunt’s volume is a good initial resource for pastors and
women’s ministry leaders in the local church. As it presents a quick
overview of biblical womanhood, its greatest asset is the emphasis on
the role a women’s ministry should play within the local church. This
can be immensely beneficial for a fledgling women’s ministry or can help
a pastor redirect a women’s ministry that has wandered from the ideal.

Terri Stovall
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary





