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Jesus and Archaeology. Edited by James H. Charlesworth. Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, xxv + 740 pages. Softcover, $50.00. 

Recent searches for t h e h is tor ica l Jesus a t t e m p t t o set Jesus free from 
c e n t u r i e s of t heo log ica l overlay. I ron ica l ly , t h e a t t e m p t t o set J e sus 
wi th in his f i rs t -century con tex t has tended to recast Jesus in the image 
of t h e p a r t i c u l a r t h e o l o g y of va r ious New T e s t a m e n t scho la r s of t h e 
t w e n t y - f i r s t cen tu ry . Whi l e b ib l ica l a r chaeo logy h a s e m p h a s i z e d re­
search in to Old Tes tament sites, there has been a quie t t r end of research 
in to sites associated wi th the New Tes tament period. While archaeology 
of t h e second t emple period has focused on t h e Hel lenis t ic and R o m a n 
poli t ical s t ruc tu re , several scholars are now addressing cur ren t s in New 
Tes tamen t s tudies wi th t h e resul ts of archaeological invest igat ion. Un­
for tunately , these t r ends have no t impac ted t h e wider a t t e m p t to place 
Jesus in his historical con tex t . The publ ica t ion of Jesus and Archaeology 

solves th is problem. This book is an excellent example of t h e coalescing 
of a rchaeo log ica l and t e x t u a l d a t a t o address issues of t h e h i s to r i ca l 
Jesus . 

This book is a collection of papers p resen ted a t a conference held to 
ce lebra te t h e new mi l l enn ium. I t con ta ins con t r ibu t ions by t h i r t y - o n e 
Chris t ian and Jewish scholars in the fields of his tor ic Jesus s tudies and 
archaeology of t he second temple period. Most of t he scholars are e i ther 
archaeologists or h is tor ians . Each cont r ibu tor excels a t present ing the i r 
d a t a in t h e con tex t of t h e life and t imes of ancient Pales t ine dur ing t h e 
ear ly R o m a n period (e.g., dur ing the life of Jesus) . All t h e ar t icles pur­
posefully i n t e g r a t e ma te r i a l cu l tu re and t e x t . Several of t h e con t r ibu­
t o r s pu rpose fu l ly add re s s t h e c o n t e x t of J e s u s ' t e a c h i n g s w i t h i n his 
cu l tura l and sociological envi ronment . 

T h e book is d iv ided i n t o t w o majo r p a r t s : t h e f irs t p a r t is e n t i t l e d 
"S tud ies in Archaeology." I t con ta ins twen ty - four essays deal ing w i th 
t he archaeological da t a . Several essays are site r epor t s (e.g., Sepphor is , 
C a n a , B e t h s a i d a , M o u n t T a b o r , B e t h A l p h a , M o u n t Z i o n , R a m a t 
H a n a d i v , E n Gedi , a n d Q u m r a n ) or r eg iona l r e p o r t s (e.g. , " B e t w e e n 
Je rusa lem and the Galilee: Samar ia in t he Time of Jesus" ) . I n addi t ion 
to site r epo r t s , var ious a rch i t ec tu ra l e lements and ep igraphic and t ex ­
t u a l d a t a are discussed. Some essays deal w i th h is tor ica l figures (e.g., 
" E x c a v a t i n g Caiaphas , P i l a t e , and Simon of Cyrene: Assessing t h e Li t­
e r a r y a n d A r c h a e o l o g i c a l E v i d e n c e " ) . T h e s econd p a r t is e n t i t l e d 
"Archaeology and T h e o l o g y " and c o n t a i n s six a r t i c les address ing t h e 
h i s to r i c i ty of t h e Gospel of J o h n , ear ly Christology, and t h e resur rec ­
t ion . An i n t r o d u c t o r y essay on " W h a t is Bibl ical Archaeo logy" by A. 
B i r a n a n d a s y n t h e t i c overv iew by t h e ed i to r , " J e s u s R e s e a r c h a n d 
Archaeo logy : A New Pe r spec t i ve , " p rov ide useful f rameworks for t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e of t h e r e sea r ch for New T e s t a m e n t s t u d i e s . I n a d d i t i o n , 
Char leswor th provides a conclusion t h a t places Biblical Archaeology of 
t he New Tes tament wi th in a broader research agenda. 

Whi le t h e book is no t a s y n t h e t i c work , i t is stil l va luab le for class­
room use as a c o m p l e m e n t a r y t e x t for t h e back g ro u n d s to t h e life and 
t imes of Jesus or Gospel s tudies . I t is well wr i t t en wi th the non-special-
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ist in mind, providing a selected bibliography, glossary, and index of 
scripture and other ancient texts. This book is a required reference for 
every student and scholar of the New Testament. It will provide many 
new insights into the historical, cultural, and political context of the 
world of Jesus. 

Steven M. Ortiz 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 

John. By Andreas J. Köstenberger. Baker Exegetical Commentary on the 

New Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2004. 700 pages. 

Hardcover, $44.99. 

Andreas Köstenberger, professor of New Testament and director of 
Ph.D. and Th.M. studies at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
has written a number of significant works on the Gospel of John of vari­
ous lengths. He therefore brings much previous reflection to the task of 
writing a significant commentary on John. 

Köstenberger presents his commentary as one that examines John 
with respect to history, theology, and literary art (xi-xii). He finds much 
evidence in John in favor of its historical reliability and brings this out. 
Readers, especially conservative readers, will appreciate this attempt to 
hold together history and theology, while paying attention to helpful 
literary observations that have come to light and are coming to light 
through recent focus on the literary dimension of John. At the end of 
the day, it is Köstenberger's attention to historical background and his­
torical reliability that stands out. He defends the reliability of John at a 
time when this is not popular in the broader academy of biblical schol­
arship. Sometimes he does this by providing evidence that John could be 
correct in his knowledge about a place like Bethesda (177-78). Another 
way he does this is by providing evidence that John and the Synoptic 
Gospels agree about the day on which Jesus was crucified (537, 551). 
Helpful footnotes direct one to places where one could do further 
research on these points. The indexes are also quite thorough and help­
ful for locating information relevant to many topics of interest. 

Given the multiple commentaries that are available, this commentary 
will be a valuable addition for those who care about historical reliability 
issues in John. It is also a welcome addition in the Evangelical tradition 
in that it makes reference to recent scholarship through a consistent use 
of substantive footnotes. It is more up-to-date in this respect than reli­
able Evangelical commentaries like those of D. A. Carson and Leon Mor­
ris. The judicious use of footnotes also means that this commentary is 
quite accessible for a variety of readers. Pastors and teachers will espe­
cially benefit from Köstenberger's distillation in one place of much use­
ful information that one can bring to bear on the interpretation and 
proclamation of the Gospel of John. 

Paul M. Hoskins 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 




