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lives and families of A b r a h a m , I s h m a e l , I s aac , E s a u , and J a c o b . Th i s 
includes an hones t assessment of b o t h t h e s t r eng ths and weaknesses of 

t h e biblical charac te rs . 

T h e work d e m o n s t r a t e s an excel lent and t h o r o u g h discussion of t h e 
language of t he t e x t t h r o u g h o u t . Mathews carefully i l lus t ra tes t h e int r i ­

cacies and nuances of t he Hebrew, such as t he meanings and in te rpre ta ­
t ions of words , word plays , and s t ruc tu re , as well as t he themes , motifs , 

a n d c r i t i c a l i s sues t h a t de r ive f rom t h e m . Moreover , he f r e q u e n t l y 
inc ludes excurses t h a t a re helpful a n d t i m e l y t o t h e d iscuss ion . T h e 

au tho r presents a comprehensive analysis of t he scholarship and cri t ical 

issues re la ted to t he s tudy of Genesis. He underscores t he value of arche­

ology and highl ights i ts impor tance to t h e unde r s t and ing and val ida t ion 

of t he t ex t . 

Most major sections of t he c o m m e n t a r y begin wi th a section ent i t led 
" C o m p o s i t i o n . " H e r e M a t h e w s discusses t h e compos i t i ona l ques t ions 
and identifies the p r i m a r y views, t r ad i t ions , theor ies , and l i t e ra ry issues 
p e r t i n e n t t o t h a t pe r icope . N e x t , t h e a u t h o r addresses t h e ques t ions 
wi th clear and compell ing analysis . H e deftly debunks t h e theor ies and 
a s s u m p t i o n s a g a i n s t a unif ied compos i t i on of t h e t e x t . For e x a m p l e , 
Mathews includes a detai led discussion of t he D o c u m e n t a r y Hypothes i s 
and addresses each issue before p resen t ing his own cogent jus t i f ica t ion 
for " a n a u t h o r responsible for t he whole" (87). 

One of t h e s t ronges t assets of th i s work is Mathews ' s cons is ten t and 
convincing r ep resen ta t ion of t h e max imal i s t view of t h e witness of t h e 
Hebrew t e x t . He clearly ma in ta ins t h a t h is tor ic i ty is v i t a l to the inter-
p re t a t i ona l t r u t h of sc r ip tu re , con tend ing t h a t " i t is indefensible theo­
logically t h a t t h e fai th of t he Fa the rs is viable even if t h e Fa the r s were 
only a l i t e ra ry cons t ruc t " (26). 

T h o u g h clear ly a scholar ly work , t h i s book is no t w i t h o u t p rac t i ca l 
app l i ca t ion for t h e church and Chr i s t ians today. Addi t ional ly , t h e fre­
q u e n t footnotes and selected b ib l iography provide ample resources for 
those craving addi t iona l study. 

I n t h e end , Ma thews pas s iona te ly and persuas ive ly argues for w h a t 
m a n y have considered t h e u n t e n a b l e pos i t ions of t h e i n e r r a n c y of t h e 
t e x t , u n i t y of a u t h o r s h i p , and h i s to r i c i ty of t h e cha rac t e r s and n a r r a ­
t ives. S tuden t s , teachers , pas to rs , and anyone interes ted in the s tudy of 
s c r i p t u r e shou ld add t h i s book to t h e i r l ib ra r ies a n d benef i t from i t s 
ins t ruc t ion . 

Deron Biles 

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 

God's Greater Glory: The Exalted God of Scripture and the 

Christian Faith. By Bruce A. Ware. Wheaton: Crossway, 2004. 241 

pages. Softcover, $17.99. 

Is God's control of t he events of th is world exhaus t ive and met iculous? 
Is God's control of good and evil symmetr ica l , or is God's control of evil 
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somehow different from God's control of good? If God does control all 
events in this world exhaustively and meticulously, then are humans re­
sponsible for their actions? These are just some of the questions that 
Bruce Ware poses at the outset of God's Greater Glory. 

While these quest ions might cause the reader to th ink that God's 
Greater Glory is simply a work on Providence, in reality, Bruce Ware is 
concerned with presenting a complete picture of God's relation to and 
involvement with the world. Interacting with traditions ranging from 
classical theism to Open Theism and Process Theology, Ware sets out to 
chart a course that he hopes will be more faithful to the scriptures than 
these other alternatives. For example, Ware rejects or redefines certain 
elements of classical theism, such as God's timelessness and impassibil­
ity (chapter 5), which he believes fail to reflect accurately the loving and 
responsive God portrayed in scripture. Process theology and Open The­
ism are found to be both biblically and theologically inadequate expla­
nations of God's relationship to the world. 

Ware's posit ion, which he characterizes as being within the "broad 
Reformed tradit ion" (63), shares many features with other Reformed 
works on this same subject. For example, he argues that humans have 
compatibilist freedom as opposed to libertarian freedom. He also argues 
that God exercises exhaustive and meticulous control over all events in 
creation, including the actions of God's moral creatures. 

- It is when Ware departs from the Reformed tradition that we find the 
unique elements of his posit ion. Readers will see this most clearly in 
Ware's adoption of a "compatibilist middle knowledge" position (1 I S ­
IS). God knows not only what his creatures will do in any situation but 
God also knows what we would do were our natures or situations differ­
ent. With this knowledge God can bring about various influences in our 
lives such that we necessarily choose to act in the way that God intends. 
Ware's middle knowledge position differs significantly from the tradi­
tional Molinist position in that Ware insists that the libertarian freedom 
on which Molinist middle knowledge is based proves to be untenable 
(112). However, the quest ion whether Ware's "com pa t i b i l i s / middle 
knowledge is truly middle knowledge is perhaps an issue yet to be fully 
resolved. Ware is aware of the question and offers a response to a recent 
charge that his position is not truly a middle knowledge position at all 
(115, n. 10). 

God's Greater Glory is a useful addition to the discussion of God's over­
all relation to the world as well as the narrower issue of God's providen­
tial governance of creation. The penetrating questions with which the 
book begins and the seriousness with which Ware treats them are reason 
enough to own th i s work. That being sa id , th i s reviewer must ask 
whether Ware has departed too quickly from certain commitments char­
acteristic of classical theism. Are the objections to classical theism that 
are raised by Open Theists and Process Theologians truly objections to 
the classical tradition or are they objections to a caricature of that tra­
dition? Ever since Adolf Von Harnack made the charge that much of 
the classical Christian tradition was little more than Greek metaphysics 
imposed upon the simple message of Jesus, classical theism has been the 
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object of suspicion. This reviewer fears t h a t t h a t suspicion may be oper­
at ive in Ware 's t r e a t m e n t of ce r t a in doc t r ines . To be fair, Ware clearly 
s t a t e s t h a t h is f i rs t p r i o r i t y is t o be b ib l i ca l . However , h is a t t i t u d e 
t owards classical t he i sm seems to be based u p o n t h e a s s u m p t i o n t h a t 
those wi th in t he classical t r ad i t i on were no t equal ly in teres ted in being 
biblical. 

God's Greater Glory is no t an unb iased t r e a t m e n t of w h a t has a lways 

been a controvers ia l set of issues. However, one would have to look far 
and wide t o find an unbiased book on th is subject . As long as the reader 

is aware of t h e perspec t ive from which Ware is a rgu ing , God's Greater 

Glory will prove to be a useful addi t ion to his or her l ibrary. 

Kevin D. Kennedy 

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
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Char les Kanneng i e s se r , P ro fessor in t h e D e p a r t m e n t of Theo log ica l 
Studies a t Concordia Univers i ty in Montrea l , Canada , and renown schol­
ar of early Chris t ian t h o u g h t , has in his senior years bequea thed to t h e 
growing n u m b e r s g r a v i t a t i n g to pa t r i s t i c s a m o n u m e n t a l work as cre­
at ive in concep t ion as i t is t ime ly for a large niche of c u r r e n t in t e res t . 
T h e a u t h o r ' s chosen t e r m " h a n d b o o k " suggests some modesty. I n fact , 
J o h a n n e s Quas ten ' s four volume Patrology (1950-1977) is t h e compar i ­
son t h a t comes to mind, t h o u g h the present work is no t an u p d a t i n g of 
t h a t more comprehens ive a n d genera l reference work . T h e Handbook 

spanned a decade in p repa ra t ion . I t s purpose is to provide "easy access" 
to pa t r i s t i c t r e a t m e n t of sc r ip tu re , t h e cen t ra l d o c u m e n t s of t h e ear ly 
Chris t ian church (11-12). 

Kannengiesser ' s creat ive concept ion mer i t s brief commen t s for navi­
ga t ion by t h e prospect ive buyer , or more l ikely borrower , of these vol­
umes . Following the usua l i n t r o d u c t o r y ma te r i a l s , t h e layout is in two 
unequa l p a r t s , "Genera l Cons idera t ions" in four chap te r s of h i s to ry of 
s c h o l a r s h i p a n d J e w i s h a n d G r e c o - R o m a n b a c k g r o u n d (23-373) a n d 
"His tor ica l Survey" wi th t en chap te r s of Chris t ian wri ters and wri t ings 
e x t e n d i n g to t h e e igh th c e n t u r y (375-1473). I n t e r spe r sed t h r o u g h t h e 
chap te rs are s ixteen "Special Cont r ibu t ions , " cons t i tu t ing a th i rd of t he 
ent i re work, by o ther scholars . The ingenui ty in t he a rch i tec ture of t he 
work is indicated by entr ies on surpris ing topics , "Rabb in ic L i t e r a tu r e , " 
and complementa ry ones, "Pa t r i s t i c Exegesis of t he Books of the Bible ." 
The l a t t e r is of pa r t i cu la r in teres t . I t serves as a chap te r in itself, Chap­
t e r IV, and was c o - a u t h o r e d b y two d i s t ingu i shed pa t r i s t i c s scho la r s , 
Cathol ic professor, Cistercian F a t h e r David L. Ba las , and Bap t i s t p ro­
fessor, D. Jeffrey Bingham. 

K a n n e n g i e s s e r q u i e t l y shows keen i n s i g h t i n t o c u r r e n t needs a n d 
i n t e r e s t s in choos ing t h e n i che of p a t r i s t i c exeges i s . H i s ca ree r h a s 
spanned a period in which a t t e n t i o n t o pa t r i s t i cs has increased signifi-




