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The Story of Baptists in the United States. By Pamela R. Durso and 

Keith E. Durso. Brentwood: Baptist History and Heritage Society, 2006. 

224 pages. Hardcover, $29.95. 

Deftly drawing upon the often overlooked resources available in our 
Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives in Nashville, Pamela 
and Keith Durso have provided a self-described "brief narrative intro
duction" to the history of Baptists in the United States (9). Rather than 
following the traditional approach of examining institutions, the Dursos 
set out to "focus on the people who formed those institutions and orga
nizations," and herein lies one of the attractive features of the book (9). 
Teeming with unique photos and illustrations, The Story of Baptists in 
the United States looks and reads more like a cherished coffee table book 
than your dusty stored-in-the-closet college textbook. Both the ap
proach and the book's design have produced a volume that should draw 
the time and attention of many. The idea of a more readable volume is a 
welcome relief to those of us who desire to see more people in the pews 
aware and reading the rich history of our Baptist past. 

Within the covers and amid the pictures lie some very helpful and 
original chapters as well. Starting with a brief look at Baptist begin
nings in England, the Dursos focus on John Smyth and the General 
Baptists to set their chronology on its path. Crossing over to Rhode 
Island and Roger Williams, the Dursos tell the story of Baptist advance 
from the seventeenth to the twenty-first century. It is chapters such as 
the fifth chapter on Baptists' westward movement that stand apart as 
the Dursos comment on the rarely mentioned, yet critical and fascinat
ing, history of Baptists in Tennessee, Kentucky, and Texas. The Dursos 
have succeeded in providing a concise history designed for an under
graduate course or even a church's Sunday school class. 

However, even with all these merits, there are a few items that regret
tably make this volume one that cannot receive wide recommendation. 
First , while the majority of the chapters do provide as engaging an 
introduction as there is in the field of Baptist history, the reader subtly 
encounters a regular treatment of the state of women with respect to 
their roles in the churches, especially as it concerns ordination and 
preaching. This is not to say that this aspect of Baptist history should 
not be addressed. It should. However, like any issue that does not legiti
mately reside within the main of a history, it should be discussed with 
proper perspective related to its actual affect on the course of events. 
The Dursos, albeit not overbearingly, seem to bring this issue to the sur
face more times than is historically necessary. 

For example, the Dursos consider the discussion in the 1960s over the 
"proper role of women in church and society" a "second controversy" 
that followed the first controversy that surrounded the suspension of 
Ralph Elliott's Genesis commentary (183). Further, they call the ordi
nation of Addie Davis an event that "rocked the convention," and give 
two full pages to its description (183-85). However, the Elliott contro
versy, which led to the revision of the Convention's statement of faith, 
receives only one page. Furthermore, the Broadman Bible Commentary 
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con t roversy of 1969-70, an event t h a t in con junc t ion w i t h t h e E l l i o t t 
crisis did more to raise t h e ire of the people in t he pews, receives no men

t ion. 

Second, in t h e e leventh c h a p t e r t h e Dursos address w h a t t h e y t e r m 

" t h e o l o g i c a l c o n t r o v e r s y " in t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . However , w h e n 
focusing on t h e iner rancy controversy of t he 1980s and 1990s, t h e Dur

sos provide l i t t le descript ion of the theological issues t h a t drove t h e con
t roversy and ins tead seek to remind t h e readers of how th is event "spl i t 

t h e convent ion , divided t h o u s a n d s of local B a p t i s t churches , damaged 

h u n d r e d s of ca ree rs , and w o u n d e d n u m e r o u s r e l a t i o n s h i p s " (185). To 

the i r credit , t h e y do recognize t h a t among conservatives and modera tes 

the re is no t agreement " a b o u t t h e sources or outcomes of t h e conflict ," 

b u t t h e Dursos fail t o i n t e r a c t w i th t h e documen ted theologica l p rob 
lems such as those presented in Noel Hollyfied's 1976 thesis a t Sou the rn 

S e m i n a r y , t o n a m e j u s t one (191) . H o l l y f i e l d ' s a n a l y s i s d i s t i n c t l y 

revealed t h e nega t ive effects of his s emina ry ' s t e ach ing on a s t u d e n t ' s 

commi tmen t to o r thodox Christ ianity. 

The Story of Baptists in the United States is a book t h a t should not go 
u n n o t i c e d . I n d e e d , p a s t o r s a n d p ro fesso r s a l ike s h o u l d r e a d i t a n d 
apprec ia te i ts con t r ibu t ion to Bap t i s t history. However, for t he reasons 
noted above, pas tors and professors should look for ano the r book for use 
in t h e churches or t h e c lass room. Th is one seems bes t su i ted for t he i r 
coffee tables . 

Jason G. Duesing 

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 

Celebrating Romans: Template for Pauline Theology. Edited by 

Sheila E . McGinn. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2004. 276 pages. Hardcover, 

$36.00. 

This Festschrift volume honors Rober t J ewe t t and his lifelong in teres t in 
Romans . Four former s tuden t s of Jewe t t and one colleague solicited and 
compiled four teen essays under five different approaches—theolog ica l , 
rhetor ica l , social-historical , feminist , and an approach t i t led "a dialogue 
wi th con tempora ry life." 

From a theological approach , James D. G. D u n n addresses t he issue of 
"covenan t t h e o l o g y " in Rom. 9:4 and 11:27 and argues t h a t Pau l does 
n o t t a k e over t h e ca t ego r i e s of I s r a e l ' s c o v e n a n t a n d a p p l y t h e m t o 
C h r i s t i a n s . R a t h e r , P a u l aff i rms I s r a e l ' s c o v e n a n t in a m a n n e r t h a t 
Israel could recognize. Jeffrey B. Gibson looks a t the theological signifi
cance of Pau l ' s use of t h e dying formula (X died/gave himself for Y) in 
secular works and non-Paul ine New Tes tament le t ters to find t h a t Pau l 
was engaged in a profound polemic aga ins t t h e prevai l ing values of his 
day concerning public sa lvat ion—Chris t did no t seek glory, nor advocate 
war, and ins tead of dying for his own, he died for his enemies. Graydon 
F. Snyde r d iscusses s i x t e e n theo log ica l mot i f s t h a t der ived from t h e 
reading and s tudy of Romans . 




